Future
Classroom
Lab

Rethinking
teaching
and
learning

Future
Classroom Lab
by European Schoolnet

European Schoolnet’s Future Classroom Lab (FCL)
is an inspirational learning environment in Brussels,
offering a platform where teachers, school leaders, teacher
educators, policymakers and other stakeholders can
explore innovative pedagogical practices and technologies.
Launched in 2012, the FCL concept has been well
received and followed as it taps into some of the key
challenges that schools are increasingly dealing with:
technology-rich learning environments, growing interest
in student-centric pedagogy (i.e. active learning), the
shift from a subject-driven focus to competence-based
learning and cross-curricular approaches, as well as
how best to modernise or transform physical learning
environments.
Visitors to the FCL are not only provided with opportunities
to explore a wide range of technologies but challenged
to rethink their current educational practice and
introduced to change management approaches and
tools that can help in implementing whole-school level
integration of ICT. At the heart of the FCL is also the
concept of innovative and flexible learning spaces.
The FCL provides many visitors with their first opportunity
to visualise and start thinking in a structured way about
learning-space design and how it can support different
elements of the active learning process: collaboration,
communication, creativity, exploration and making, as
well as personal development and well-being.

The FCL is an independently funded initiative endorsed
and steered by the 34 Ministries of Education supporting
European Schoolnet and with the active involvement
of over 30 industry partners. At national level, in 2019,
Ministries of Education in 16 countries have appointed
Future Classroom Lead Ambassadors who support the
implementation of the FCL concept by providing training
and advice to schools. Several countries also have an
expanding network of FCL local ambassadors who
support the Lead Ambassadors, particularly in countries
where schools have been inspired by the FCL to develop
their own versions of learning labs that are adapted to the
local context.
In 2019, close to 200 schools and teacher education
institutions have been inspired by or used elements of
the FCL approach to set up their own learning lab or to
bring innovation into their learning environments. Beyond
the physical space in Brussels, therefore, the FCL has
become a growing network and ecosystem, as you will
discover in this brochure!

The concrete evidence of
impact in France is that we
have 12 FCL-inspired labs and
we hope this will grow rapidly.
There have been different
routes for these labs: half started
from scratch based on Brussels,
others started developing
in same direction and then
asked for advice from the lab
to develop their ideas further,
especially in the area of 21st
century skills.
Xavier Garnier,
Future Classroom Lead Ambassador, France

Future Classroom Lab partners

Future Classroom Lab services
Future Classroom Toolkit: Find out how to create and implement your own Future
Classroom Scenarios and Learning Activities, and develop a clear vision of innovative
teaching and learning practices. The toolkit is available in various languages.
Teachers’ professional development for the digital age: Take part in free and open
online training events for teachers and school leaders including webinars and online
courses. Explore also the on-site course programme at the Future Classroom Lab which
school staff can join, e.g. with Erasmus+ Key Action 1 funding.
Network of learning labs: Discover the network of labs established by teachers and
teacher-training institutions across Europe who have been inspired by the FCL model and
find out through guidelines and examples how you can create your own learning lab.
Validation service: Learn how research projects, industry partners and other stakeholders
can test their solutions via pilots involving a pan-European network of selected schools; or
use the free Validation Manual to develop your own validation activity.
Recommendations and guidelines: Download recommendations for policymakers on
implementing ICT in schools, and practical guidelines for teachers and school leaders
based on findings from European Schoolnet projects and working groups.
•
•
•
•
•

Guidelines for Creating a Learning Lab (2019)
Bring Your Own Device guidelines (2015 & 2017)
Guidelines on Exploring and Adapting Learning Spaces in Schools (2017)
Guidelines on Building Learning Labs and Innovative Learning Spaces (2019)
Makerspace guidelines (2019)

Directory of classroom practices: Get inspired by practice-based examples on how to
integrate ICT into lessons and explore examples of Future Classroom Scenarios and
Learning Activities.

Future Classroom Lab for
different target groups
SCHOOLS AND TEACHER EDUCATORS
Professional development opportunities including
workshops and courses at the FCL in Brussels, and
online training events developed within various
European Schoolnet projects.
Learning zones and examples of technology
providing inspiration to rethink teaching practice,
and to focus on the skills and competences
needed for active learning.
Directory of classroom practices and Learning
Activities available on the FCL website: explore
these resources and submit your own classroom
examples to inspire others!

Free training materials and resources for teachers,
school leaders and teacher educators to download.
The network of Future Classroom Ambassadors
welcomes innovative teachers who have been
active in European Schoolnet projects and who
are interested in being involved in future validation
pilots.
Guidelines for education leaders and teachers, for
example on adapting learning spaces, planning
and implementing Bring Your Own Device
approaches, mobile learning and cloud services,
and creating a learning lab.

POLICY- AND DECISION-MAKERS
Tours providing an overview of the FCL
pedagogical concepts and hands-on activities
with different technologies.
Strategic seminars with industry partners on key
topics such as flexible learning environments,
coding and makerspaces.

Recommendations and guidelines stemming from
European Schoolnet projects help policy-makers
to take informed decisions on deploying ICT in
schools.
Future Classroom Lead Ambassadors, a network
of innovative teachers appointed by education
ministries support the mainstreaming of innovative
teaching and learning approaches at national level.

COMPANIES
European-wide visibility: companies that join the
Future Classroom Lab as partners are recognised
for their support and can use the FCL logo on their
own publications and materials. They can also use
FCL for their own events, to welcome members
and partner in an inspiring learning space for
brainstorming and dialogue.
Technology and solutions from the partners
are integrated in the FCL and used regularly in
workshops and training courses with teachers,
school leaders and policy-makers. Partners also
have access to the FCL Validation Service to run
pilots in schools across Europe.

Networking with education professionals and
policy-makers. Partners are invited every year to
two events organised by European Schoolnet:
the School Innovation Forum and European
Schoolnet’s annual EMINENT conference, which
are attended by senior policy makers in national
and regional education ministries, researchers,
pedagogical experts and other stakeholders and
strategic partners.

ITELab

Focus:
Supporting innovation in
initial teacher education

Under the umbrella of the Future Classroom Lab,
European Schoolnet coordinates a number of projects,
emanating from the first, major iTEC study (Innovative
Technologies for Engaging Classrooms, 2010-2014),
coordinated by European Schoolnet, with education and
industry partners, and funded by the EC. One of iTEC’s
recommendations was for “Ministries to review their initial
teaching programmes to ensure that they provide trainee
teachers with the skills, knowledge and understanding
to adopt ICT and iTEC practices with confidence.” This
recommendation led to the creation of the ITELab
Knowledge Alliance project.
ITELab (Initial Teacher Education Lab) is a three-year
(2017-2019) EC-funded Knowledge Alliance project
between higher education institutions and the ed-tech
industry. The project fosters innovation and knowledge
exchange in initial teacher education (ITE), specifically to
support the development of digital pedagogical skills in
beginning teachers.
The work of ITELab be sustained via the FCL, using
opportunities such as European Schoolnet’s annual
Schools Innovation Forum and the EMINENT conference,
to bring all the interested stakeholders together to help
build the continuum between initial teacher education
and the continuing professional development of teachers.

PROJECT OUTCOMES INCLUDE:
Innovation in Initial Teacher Education:
Emerging trends, issues and recommendations.
ITELab monitoring report: annual tracking
research, surveys and case studies.
Recommendations and resources to support
innovation in ITE: an annual report capturing
the evolution of design, development and
piloting process, leading to the OER framework
content.
Open Educational Resources: three, flexible
teaching module frameworks and a ‘Networked
Teacher’ MOOC trialled with universities and
student teachers and reviewed in the evaluation
reports.
Student Voice Report: unique insights from
the student teachers’ on current training and
aspirations, including the Student Teacher
Charter to be digitally confident for 21st century
teaching.
Case studies: a series of 12 case studies sharing
innovative approaches in universities and
industry, including strengthening the universityschool and university-industry collaboration.
See all results here: itelab.eun.org/research

Related projects and initiatives
European Schoolnet has developed a family of related
projects under the umbrella of the Future Classroom Lab
that provide resources, training, networking opportunities
and guidelines for teachers and school leaders.

Novigado is a new Erasmus+ funded project
focusing on innovative pedagogy and learning
spaces running from December 2019 until
May 2022. The project provides schools and
educators with opportunities to come together as
a community, find and share resources, take part
in professional development activities. 		
fcl.eun.org/novigado

The Interactive Classroom Working Group
(ICWG) is one of the four European Schoolnet
working groups. As members of the ICWG, ten
Ministries of Education explore common areas of
concern, share experience, and address policy
challenges related to the integration of a wide
range of technologies in classrooms and their
impact on teaching and learning. fcl.eun.org/icwg

Future Classroom Lab Regional Network
(FCLRegio) was an Erasmus+ -funded project
between 2015 and 2018, bringing together local
and regional authorities to explore opportunities
and challenges related to the innovative and
meaningful integration of ICT schools. In 2018,
FCLRegio focused on identifying policies carried
out at regional level to encourage the uptake and
systematic embedding of innovative teaching and
learning practices at the level of schools.
fcl.eun.org/fcl-regio

European Schoolnet Academy is the first
European platform providing free online courses
tailored specifically for teachers and educators.
Since its launch in 2014, the platform has engaged
over 62.000 participants in 50 courses.
www.eunacademy.eu

Discover all projects here:
http://fcl.eun.org/projects
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What will your future classroom look like?

About European Schoolnet:
European Schoolnet is a network of 34 European Ministries
of Education, based in Brussels, Belgium. As a not-for-profit
organisation, we aim to bring innovation in teaching and
learning to our key stakeholders: Ministries of Education,
schools, teachers, researchers, and industry partners.

The Future Classroom Lab is an initiative by European Schoolnet.
ITELab, FCLRegio and Novigado projects are co-funded by the
European Commission’s Erasmus+ Programme. The content of the
brochure reflects only the views of the authors and not necessarily
those of European Schoolnet’s members, FCL industry partners or
the European Commission, and they cannot be held responsible for
any use which may be made of the information contained herein.
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